
Proposal to: 
Update Stadium Tennis Court 1

&  
Build an Additional Two Tennis Courts

Submitted by Sue Natale & Sam Gramolini 1



Introduction

• This proposal will show the need to update stadium 
tennis court #1 and to build an additional two 
tennis courts where the existing 6 tennis courts are 
located.

• Tennis is a sport that can be played for a lifetime, 
starting as early as 3 years old.

• This sport DOES NOT need expensive equipment 
and can be played with as few as 2 people.
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Tennis can be played for a lifetime
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Statement of Need

• U.S. Tennis participation surged in 2020 with nearly 
3 MILLION new players joining the sport.

• Tennis is a sport that has risen in popularity, 
especially during our most recent pandemic, due to 
the fact that this sport is played outside with social 
distancing.

• Tennis keeps participants physically, mentally and 
socially healthy.
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Statement of Need (cont.)

• Studies have shown that communities should have 
4 courts per 10,000 residents.  

• Anthem has 22,000 residents & should have at 
least 8 courts.
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Statement of Need (cont.)

Available Tennis Leagues/Programs in Anthem:
1. League Play

USTA – United State Tennis Association
ATA – Arizona Tennis Association
WITL – Women’s Interclub Tennis League

2. Lessons
3. Cardio Tennis
4. Drills
5. Camps
6. Drop In Doubles

There are over 300 Anthem residents playing in one or more 
of the above tennis activities.  The following slide shows two 

months of tennis activities.
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Statement of Need (cont.)

There are league scheduling problems with fewer 
courts.  As you can see, these courts are used 
everyday, morning and evening, creating a very busy 
schedule.  More courts would alleviate this problem.
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Statement of Need (cont.)

8



Statement of Need (cont.)
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Tennis is Inclusive

• All age groups can play starting from as young as 3 
years old to 85+ years old.

• Tennis can be played for a lifetime, appealing across 
all age demographics.
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Tennis is Inclusive (cont.)

• Tennis is one of the few sports in which you can 
have three generations being active and playing 
together.

• Tennis adapts to any mental, physical or emotional 
disability.

Note - Anthem’s tennis 
pro is certified in 
wheelchair tennis and
visually impaired tennis 
players.
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Tennis is Inclusive (cont.)

• Tennis is used as therapy for those on the autism 
spectrum.

• Tennis is suited to players with a wide range of 
disabilities, including cognitive disabilities, post-
traumatic stress disorder, stroke survivors and the 
visually and hearing impaired.

• Tennis can be considered across many variables:  Age, 
Race, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Socioeconomics, 
Physical & Cognitive Ability, Nationality, Military Status 
& Religion.
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Tennis Helps with Physical Health

• Youths who play tennis
are less prone to smoke, 
drink, eat unhealthily and 
get expelled from school.

• Tennis fights inactivity pandemic (COVID), gets people 
moving & reduces obesity rates.

• Helps develop motor skills and fine motor skills for 
young kids starting as early as 3 years old.
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Tennis Helps with Physical Health 
(cont.)

• Tennis is an ideal sport
for a healthy heart.

• Playing tennis 3 hours 
per week reduces the 
risk of cardiovascular 
disease by 56%.
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Tennis Helps with Physical Health 
(cont.)

• Tennis is used a therapy for post-traumatic stress 
and stoke survivors.

• Tennis helps improve agility, balance, coordination 
and reaction time.
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Tennis Helps with Mental Health

• Youths who play tennis get better grades 48% of 
the time.
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Tennis Helps with Mental Health 
(cont.)

• Playing tennis helps manage stress.
• Participants become problem-solvers on the fly.
• Inactive children have lower IQs and do not perform as 

well academically compared to active children.
• Tennis helps keep the brain agile and young to help 

relieve tension.
• Tennis is a sport based on evaluating angles, geometry 

and physics to get the best results which translates into 
better problem solving off the court.

• Tennis builds discipline, confidence
& independent thinking.
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Tennis Helps with Mental Health 
Women’s Sports Foundation
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Tennis Helps with Social Health

• Tennis builds and keeps friendships.
• Tennis provides important
life lessons about working
together and working as a
team.
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Tennis Helps with Social Health 
(cont.)

• Tennis outperforms all other sports in developing 
positive personality characters.

• Tennis brings the community together.
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Project Narrative
Goals & Objectives

• Update Stadium Court 1
• Resurface Court
• Add two benches for seating
• Install a new net post and net
• Install 42” fencing

TOTAL COST – LESS THAN $10,000

NO ADDITIONAL LAND NEEDED / NO ADDITIONAL STAFFING

SAVES THE COMMUNITY THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS

• Proposed Timeline - Less than 6 months
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Project Narrative
Goals & Objectives (cont.)
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Project Narrative
Goals & Objectives

• Add two additional courts
• Construct 2 tennis courts
• Install 2 nets
• Install 12 lights
• Install 4 camera systems for instruction & tournaments
• Install seating

TOTAL COST – $150,000 per court
Cost can be offset by increased tournaments, 

programming, camps &  court reservations

Land available near existing tennis courts

• Proposed Timeline - Approximately one year
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Project Narrative
Goals & Objectives (cont.)
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Funding Opportunities
(Yearly unless otherwise noted)

• Tennis memberships - $7,500 ($25 x 300 players)
• Sponsorships - $500 & up
• Non profit donations & fundraisers - $1,000 - $50,000
• Tournaments - $25,000 - $75,000 per tournament
• Adult Programming/Drills/Cardio/Lessons - $43,000
• Kids Programming/Camps/Lessons - $39,000
• Court Rentals - $5.00 per hour
• Grants - USTA Planning $50 Million, Including $15M 

In Grants, To Support Country’s Tennis Industry
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Funding Opportunities (cont.)

• Grants (cont).
• USTA offers a variety of grants to help grow the game of tennis. 

USTA and the USTA foundation can help with grants and 
equipment discounts.

• Public tennis facilities are eligible for all categories of the USTA’s 
Facility Assistance Grant.

• The USTA’s Facility Assistance Program offers many free useful 
resources for those building or resurfacing tennis courts. They 
offer some financial assistance to qualified projects and they also 
offer project consulting and development free of charge.

• The USTA's Adaptive Tennis Grant is offered to assist in the 
promotion, implementation and growth of adaptive tennis 
programs at the community level. Criteria for selection include: 
clear use of grant funds in an itemized budget; a plan for program 
sustainability, program growth and expansion, which can include 
the number of athletes and/or play opportunities; and success 
stories.
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Goodwill Opportunities

• Special Olympics Arizona Tennis Fun Day
• Leukodystrophy Tennis Event
• Thank the Troops Tennis Day

The current Anthem Tennis Pro has organized and 
run some of the above events in the past.
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Community Impact
Annual Anthem Margarita Cup

Additional courts will allow for expansion of existing 
tournaments/events that bring people into Anthem to 
spend money.

• The annual Margarita Cup draws ladies from all over the US, 
Canada and Japan.

• Money from this tournament benefits the Anthem Community 
Center through the rentals of the tennis courts & drills with 
tennis pro.

• This event will be reduced if stadium court 1 stays repurposed.
• This event has been played for over 10 years.
• More courts will allow us to grow this event.
• Current lottery system is being used due to limited court space.
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Community Impact
Annual Anthem Margarita Cup (cont.)

• Question:  How many ladies attend the Margarita 
Cup event annually?

• Answer: We were informed by the tournament 
coordinator that this year there will be a total of 
240 ladies participating in this event. More ladies 
could participate if we had more courts. There are 
currently 20 more teams on the waiting list totaling 
80 more players. For 2023, a third weekend is 
being considered which would allow an additional 
120 ladies to participate.
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Liability Concerns

Current situation with the repurposing of stadium
tennis court #1 exposes the community to numerous 

legal liabilities as well as potential serious injury to 
community residents and children.
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Liability Concerns
Personal Injury Lawsuits

Numerous 
lawsuits have 
been filed and 
won due to 
liability.
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Liability Concerns
Obligation to Act Reasonably

OUCH !!
1-800-

LAW-SUIT

There is an obligation to 
act reasonably to minimize 
the risk of injury.

For Instance - People 
walking on the sidewalk 
can get hit with a stray 
hockey puck or basketball.
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Liability Concerns 
Negligence

Negligence
• Kids trying to move basketball nets/equipment and 

having the heavy equipment fall on them.
• Kids running into the street to retrieve the basketball or 

hockey puck.
• Improper supervision.
• Improper playing surface.
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Aesthetics

Aesthetically, stadium tennis court #1 looks beautiful.  
The lush green grass welcomes residents, as well as 
guests, into our community center.

Current stadium tennis court 1 view:
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Aesthetics (cont.)

• Reduced liability by adding fencing.
• Keeping the aesthetics & the beauty of the green 

grass. Updated stadium tennis court 1 view:
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Letters of Support
(small sample of the many letters of support received)
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Conclusion

Lastly, we would like to add that as the community 
continues to grow, the tennis needs are growing as well.
From the time the community was built in 2000, Anthem 
has reduced the number of tennis courts even though 
studies have shown that from 2000 to 2019 participation 
in tennis has grown 40%.
This growth would require 8 tennis courts to satisfy all of 
the tennis programming needs.
The tennis amenity hasn't been updated since 2000. It 
is important for Anthem to keep up with the increased 
demand for all amenities, including tennis.
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Conclusion (cont.)

• Let TENNIS add years to your LIFE and LIFE to your years.
• Tennis is considered the sport for a lifetime.
• The investment from attracting a new player generates 

benefits for many years.
• The return on investment (ROI) of tennis is outstanding in 

terms of revenue generated and, in the health and 
happiness of the players.

• Let’s work together to update stadium tennis court #1 
and build two additional tennis courts.

THANK YOU !
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