
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: Others Present: 
Roger Willis, President 
Terry Mullarkey, Vice   
President 
Rick Kesselman, Secretary 
Bob McKenzie, Treasurer 
Dino Cotton, Director 
Darrin Francom, Director 
 

John Balzer Neal Shearer, Community Executive Officer 
Doug Greenstein, Community Finance & Operations Officer 
Mark Sahl, Legal Counsel 
Jonathan Ebertshauser, Legal Counsel 
Kristi Northcutt, Communications and Public Affairs Director 
Michele DeMichele, Special Events & ACB Operations Director 
Brian Duncan, Parks & Facilities Director 
Dave Fermoile, Community Center Director 
Dawn Dworak, Management Analyst 
Kim Bodary, Recording Secretary 
    

 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Willis called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. and recognized those in attendance.  
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
President Willis established a quorum with six Board members present. 
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Treasurer McKenzie made a motion to adopt the agenda. Director Cotton seconded. Voting took place; the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Treasurer McKenzie made a motion to approve the minutes from the August 9, 2018 Work Session, August 
22, 2018 Open Session, and August 30, 2018 Work Session.  Director Cotton seconded. Voting took place; 
the motion passed unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Anthem Youth Advisory Council Announcements 
Prahi Ponaka & Sneha Mikkilineni gave a verbal update about their first meeting, which included determining their 
focus area for the year. As part of their increased interest in volunteer service and community involvement, they 
will have a float in the Daisy Mountain Veterans parade, Nov. 3. They polled the Board about possible volunteer 
opportunities/ideas; the Board will communicate ideas to AYAC through one of their mentors, Director Cotton.  
 

B. Water Rate Case 
President Willis gave an update on the EPCOR water rate case. Based on an “eleventh-hour” alternate rate design 
plan presented by one of the parties, the Administrative Law Judge may reopen the evidentiary hearings. President 
Willis further stated that we anticipate an update very soon and that we watch the docket daily. 
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Barbara Birdseye, resident, inquired if a decision could come after the elections and asked what could happen with 
a new Commission, and President Willis stated it’s a possibility that a decision could come after the elections and 
that new commissioners are required to review all cases. 
 
President Willis applauded Ms. Northcutt for all of her work on this case. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Mr. Shearer summarized a few items on the staff report that was included in the Board packet and posted online. 
 
Mr. Shearer acknowledged ACC Management Analyst Dawn Dworak for overseeing the pickleball project; thanked 
the Autumnfest sponsors: BrightView Landscapes (Title); ProSkill and First Impression Security Doors (Event 
Level); and Honor Health (Food Court); gave special thanks to the Special Events and Parks & Facilities teams for 
their hard work in making this year’s Autumnfest a successful event; and thanked the Special Events and Parks & 
Facilities Team for their work on the Go Green event. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT  
Mr. Greenstein summarized the Balance Sheet and Income Statement for the Board. He summarized the financial 
performance, fund balances and collections activities. He noted that the ACC’s monthly financial package has been 
upgraded to provide additional historical Balance Sheet information, graphs of operating and cost trends and 
summary variance reporting. The full disclosure financial statements are posted on OnlineAtAnthem.com as part of 
the documents supporting this open meeting. Mr. Greenstein encouraged all property owners to take the time to 
become familiar with our financial standing and results.    
 
Ron Jerich, resident, inquired why we are about $100,000 ahead on the budget on professional fees over last year, 
and Mr. Greenstein stated that professional fees are made up of several categories. This line item is running ahead 
in legal and CPA services, and property resale, in which the HOAs get money back; this is running higher because of 
more closed houses in Anthem. Mr. Greenstein further stated the ACC incurred costs on the EPCOR water hauling 
station, which they have not been reimbursed for yet, so the number will come down a substantial amount. 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION 
There was no open discussion or resident comment. 
 
COMMITTEE UPDATES AND ACTION ITEMS 

A. Consider Fiscal and Resource Management Committee Appointment 
Mr. Greenstein stated that the Anthem Community Council FaRM Committee currently has two vacancies resulting 
from the resignation of former members, and recent FaRM efforts have been to recruit Parkside property owners 
to join the Committee.     
 
Mr. Greenstein stated Mr. Sam Crump is a local Anthem practicing attorney and also serves on the Daisy Mountain 
Veterans organization as its President. Mr. Crump is a member of Anthem Rotary and an Anthem business owner. 
In the recent past, he also served the North Valley as an Arizona State Legislator. 
 
Treasurer McKenzie made a motion to approve the following appointee to serve on the Fiscal and Resource 
Management Committee (FaRM): Sam Crump for the term of October 1, 2018-June 30, 2020. Director 
Cotton seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  

A. Presentation and Discussion on Dog Park Concept Design 
Mr. Shearer gave the Board a verbal update on the dog park and stated there are a number of critical path items 
regarding this project, including some that require approvals from outside agencies. 
 
Mike Park of EPG (architect), presented a comprehensive PowerPoint showing a concept design that included: four 
off-leash areas with natural grass for large/active dogs, small/passive dogs and turf recovery; fencing; a double-
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gated entry/exit; a controlled-access gate; shade features and furnishings; on-site parking; maintenance access 
ways; sidewalks; landscaping; retention basins; agility courses; lighting for night-time use; a left-turn lane on 
Meridian Drive; and the realignment of the Maricopa Trail to south of the dog park.  
 
Mr. Shearer stated the project schedule includes three additional open Board meeting presentations with feedback 
opportunities and tentative/final approvals: including: Oct. 24, updated concept design/site plan and preliminary 
cost estimates; Dec. 12 (Special Board Meeting), 90% design and cost estimate; and Jan. 23, 2019, final design and 
Guaranteed Maximum Price approval. Target for project completion is Sept./Oct. 2019. The schedule is contingent 
upon county plan review/permitting, approval of the Maricopa Trail realignment and the Army Corp. of Engineers’ 
approval of the NAOS boundary changes. 
 
A resident asked about controlled access, and Mr. Shearer stated that Anthem residents have concerns about 
nonresidents using the park, so Anthem residents would have to pay an annual fee, register and then receive a 
barcoded tag or FOB to enter the dog park.   
 
Director Cotton stated in order to minimize any risk of legal issues, we would want Anthem residents to be 
registered since incidents could fall back on the ACC. 
 
Mr. Shearer stated that owners of the dog/s are liable for the actions of their dogs, but if there is litigation, then the 
dog park owner could be bought into the lawsuit. Mr. Shearer further stated that Anthem residents would be 
required to sign a waiver form as part of the registration process. 
 
Neil Rifenbark, New River resident, stated that it is a great idea to have controlled access. 
 
A resident stated he is very impressed with this proposed dog park and in his experience back in Minnesota, dog 
park users were very responsible for their pets and highly suggested a restroom at Anthem’s dog park. 
 
A resident asked about the number of parking spots, and Mr. Shearer stated that cost is a factor for the ACC, which 
is why a reduction in the number of spots is being considered. Mr. Shearer further stated staff has spoken to Merrill 
Gardens and they are willing to allow some level of overflow parking. 
 
A resident inquired about gravel being nosier than asphalt, and Mr. Shearer stated that Maricopa County requires 
asphalt be used. 
 
A resident inquired about three versus four cells, and Mr. Shearer stated that smaller passive dogs should be 
separate from active larger dogs, and the ACC prefers the four-cell concept as grass gets worn out quickly, so this 
would allow us to rotate the cell use thus saving on re-sodding costs.  
 
A resident inquired why artificial turf is not being considered, and Mr. Shearer stated that he and Ms. Dworak 
looked at using artificial turf, but due to a high cost and the issues with heat and urine, it is not recommended. 
 
A resident asked about installing a splash pad for dogs and Mr. Shearer expressed concerns about the cost impacts 
of a water feature. 
 
A resident stated that restrooms are needed. 
 
A resident inquired about the dog park hours, and Mr. Shearer stated that hours have not been determined yet, but 
that summer hours could be from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. and winter hours could open later and close earlier. Mr. Shearer 
further stated parking lights would dim around closing time, but some would be left on for security purposes; gates 
would be installed at the parking lot access points.  
 
A resident inquired about impacts to the Maricopa Trail, and Mr. Shearer stated that ACC staff has had discussions 
with Maricopa County staff, and there will be some limited closures for safety purposes during construction. 
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Ron Jerich, resident, stated a dog ID reader is needed, asphalt should be minimal if possible, rest areas are needed 
for the residents, and asked who would be responsible for emptying the dog feces receptacles. Mr. Shearer stated 
the ACC Parks and Facilities Department along with our custodial staff would be responsible for cleanups at the 
park multiple times throughout the day.  
 
Ron Jerich, resident, inquired about maintenance of the grass, and Mr. Shearer stated that our landscape 
contractor, BrightView, would be responsible for all the park and desert landscaping areas.  
 
A Boy Scout inquired what steps the ACC is taking to address potential graffiti and vandalism in the dog park. Mr. 
Shearer stated that we would approach this the same way that we currently handle graffiti and vandalism, which is 
quickly, and adding security cameras may also help to deter this.  
 
A Boy Scout inquired if there will be designated smoking and nonsmoking areas in the dog park, and Mr. Shearer 
stated that all ACC property is nonsmoking. 
 
Vice President Mullarkey inquired if residents who helped submit the dog park plan would be involved with the 
design process and Mr. Shearer stated the two leaders will be meeting with Ms. Dworak next week to discuss and 
solicit feedback on the proposed dog park. 
 
Vice President Mullarkey suggested that we don’t go any smaller on the dog park than what is being proposed, use 
less lighting around perimeters but more in center, and inquired about shade structures. Mr. Shearer stated shade 
is critical as people like to socialize while their dogs run and play, and there will be a number of trees bordering the 
park, but we can’t have shade encroach onto the turf because it would cause similar issues that are happening in 
the Community Park.  
 
Treasurer McKenzie stated he would like to see restrooms on site and would like to see the proposed budget with 
restrooms added. 
 
Vice President Mullarkey inquired if the restrooms would be inside or outside of the park, and Mr. Park stated they 
would be just outside the entrance gates.  
 
Director Cotton stated his concerns with the ingress and egress logistics at the park, asked that the trees in the 
middle of the design be even, inquired about the black coating used on the fence, asked if there would be issues 
with sand getting into the perforated pipe causing a backup, and stated a water feature splashpad, interactive area, 
benches in the cells, more shade structures and a restroom would be great to have. 
 
Mr. Park stated that Maricopa County will not allow for another median break at this location to help with the 
egress and ingress, and will only allow EPG to line up with Iron Horse Way.  
 
Mr. Park stated the coating on the fence is plastic and won’t be as hot as other types of fencing, and it’s the same 
fencing that has been around the softball fields in the Community Park for almost twenty years.  
 
Mr. Park stated that there is a woven fabric sock around the perforated pipe that Director Cotton inquired about 
and the pores are smaller than the sand, so the sand would not infiltrate beyond the sock. Mr. Park further stated if 
something does happen, it’s a fairly simple process to flush out the pipe. 
 
Secretary Kesselman inquired about the traffic flow in the proposed parking lot, and Mr. Park stated that it’s a two-
way driveway going either direction with one entrance and one exit, similar to Opportunity Way Park. 
 
Vice President Mullarkey inquired about having one entrance only across from Iron Horse Way and Director 
Cotton stated he prefers having one entrance on west side with a turnaround at the east end.  
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Mr. Park stated it’s not uncommon to have only one entrance at parks, as Opportunity Way has, and the end would 
be a T-shape to allow vehicles to turnaround. Mr. Park further stated he would take this into consideration.  
Mr. Shearer stated the design team would take everything into consideration and bring back options and numbers 
at the October open Board meeting. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Bodary 
On Behalf of the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors 


