
 

 

  

 
6:30 p.m. 

 ACC Board Special Board Meeting 
 

The Board of Directors will be meeting in executive (closed) session starting at 5:15 p.m.  
pursuant to A.R.S. Section 33-1804 (A) (1). 

 
ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
3. ESTABLISH QUORUM 
4. ADOPT AGENDA 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Consider EPCOR Water Hauling Station Revised Site Plan, Architectural Design and 
Related Action Steps Approved 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting of the Board of Directors  
February 22, 2018 

Anthem Civic Building 

3701 W. Anthem Way 

Community Room 

 



 

Memorandum 

To:  ACC Board of Directors 

From:  Neal Shearer, Interim Community Executive Officer 

Date:  February 16, 2018  

  Re:  EPCOR Water Hauling Station – Revised Site Plan, Design and Related Action 

Steps  

 

Recommendation 

 

Staff recommends that the Board consider the following actions in order to move the EPCOR 

Water Hauling Station project forward in a timely manner: 

 

1) Approve the revised site plan for the EPCOR Water Hauling Station as shown in the 

attached Site Plan and Architectural Design Memo packet dated February 15, 2018. 

2) Approve the architectural design for the EPCOR Water Hauling Station with stipulations 

as noted in the attached Site Plan and Architectural Design Memo packet (see draft 

approval letter—last page). 

3) Authorize staff to work with the appropriate parties (EPCOR, Pulte, Maricopa County, 

legal counsel) to finalize and execute any additional paperwork required to complete this 

project, including Pulte’s design approval, the legal description of the leased property to 

be included in the Site Lease as Exhibit A, and the amendment to the Equestrian Trail 

Dedication and Access Easement to accommodate the realignment of the Maricopa Trail, 

pursuant to County requirements. 

4) Discuss and approve, modify or take no action on a draft amendment to the Site Lease for 

the EPCOR Water Hauling Station.  

 

Background 

The Special Board meeting on February 22, 2018 will be the seventh Board meeting convened 

by the Anthem Community Council (ACC) since October 2017, in an effort to work with 

EPCOR to support residents of New River and Desert Hills who rely on hauled water for their 

properties, and to expedite forward-movement on the project. This has been a complex project 

that has involved several process steps, and the time and input of many stakeholders, including 



area residents, Maricopa County, the City of Phoenix, Arizona Corporation Commission, Pulte, 

EPCOR and the Anthem Community Council. 

Site Lease. As a result of the extensive public input process, the ACC and EPCOR negotiated 

and executed a site lease on December 19, 2017, for EPCOR to use ACC property in order to 

build and operate a water hauling station to be accessed from Desert Hills Dr. Major terms and 

conditions of the attached site lease include: 

• The agreement is for a twenty-year term, with two, two-year extensions upon mutual 

agreement of the parties. 

• The use is restricted to provision of bulk water to customers who are hauling water.  

• The facility must be fenced with controlled access. 

• EPCOR must comply with all requirements of Maricopa County, the Arizona 

Corporation Commission, and any other applicable parties, including details associated 

with the realignment of the Maricopa Trail, as needed. 

• Water haulers must not traverse Anthem roadways unless delivering to Anthem 

customers. 

• The property may be accessed seven days per week, within the hours of 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Site Plan. Over the past several weeks, EPCOR’s original proposed site plan parallel to Desert 

Hills Dr. has been revised multiple times due to a number of factors. County right-of-way 

requirements and the drainage culvert along Desert Hills Dr. caused EPCOR to shift the initial 

site plan further to the north and closer to Meridian Dr. Upon review of this new site plan in late 

January 2018, the ACC expressed serious concerns about the size and location of the site, and 

requested that EPCOR downsize the site to the extent possible given the turning requirements of 

the water hauling trucks, and reposition it to minimize the impact to neighboring homes. The 

ACC also requested that EPCOR present their “best and final” site plan to the Board and public 

at the February 22 Special Board meeting, and mail meeting notices and the revised site plan to 

property owners within 600 feet of the proposed site (EPCOR mailer attached).    

 

Architectural Design Review. As is required of all commercial projects in Anthem, the proposed 

water hauling station must go through the ACC’s design review process in order to ensure 

compliance with ACC design guidelines. The attached Site Plan and Architectural Design memo 

and material includes the site plan and architectural review details, and staff’s review comments 

and recommended stipulations for the Board’s consideration. This memo was also sent to the 

ACC’s Commercial Design Review Advisory Committee and any comments will be shared with 

the Board at the February 22 meeting. The project design is in compliance with the ACC design 

guidelines, and the stipulations are intended to ensure additional attention to landscape screening, 

site design details and compliance with the stipulations.     

 

Additional Project Approvals. (1) Pursuant to the site lease (Section 12), and as advised by ACC 

legal counsel, Pulte will need to review and approve the site design. The site plan/architectural 

design memo was sent to Pulte on February 16, 2018 with a request for expedited review and 



comment. (2) In addition, the legal description for the portion of ACC land to be leased by 

EPCOR for the water hauling facility and water line extension to the facility will need to be 

approved by the ACC and EPCOR. (3) Because EPCOR’s proposed site plan calls for the 

Maricopa Trail to be rerouted to the north of the water hauling station, the Equestrian Trail 

Dedication and Access Easement agreement will need to be amended, with EPCOR reimbursing 

the ACC for any costs related to the amendment. The ACC requested a letter from Maricopa 

County indicating their support for the proposed trail realignment north of the water hauling 

station, and a copy of this letter is attached as part of the Site Plan and Architectural Design 

memo. (4) EPCOR is responsible under the site lease to obtain, at EPCOR’s expense, all licenses 

and permits or authorizations required from all government and/or regulatory entities. 

  

Site Lease Amendment. To further limit the size of the water hauling station and preserve the 

general intent of this facility, a site lease amendment may be considered by the Board. 

Amendment language is still in draft form and undergoing further review and as such, it is not 

included as an attachment to this report. A copy of the executed Site Lease is attached.   

 

EPCOR staff will be present at the Board meeting on February 22 to present the revised site plan 

and design, and to speak to the lease amendment and address questions. ACC staff will be 

present to address questions, as needed.   

 

 

Attachments 

• EPCOR’s notice mailed to residents with fact sheet and proposed site plan; 

• Site Plan and Architectural Design memo with the proposed site plan, architectural 

design details, draft approval stipulations and the County’s trail letter; and 

• Site Lease executed December 19, 2017. 

 

 



An Important Water 
ProjeCt in Your Area
Learn More about How We’re Working to Help 
the Desert Hills and New River Communities
Residents in New River and Desert Hills communities have faced declining water supplies in recent years. The wells 
these communities rely on are no longer able to provide an adequate supply of water and in some cases, no longer 
provide water at all. To supplement the declining water supply, residents have relied on water delivered by private 
water haulers, currently supplied from a municipal fire hydrant. Desert Hills and New River residents have been 
notified that this source of water will no longer be available to them.

As Anthem’s water provider, EPCOR has been asked and has agreed, to explore options to help these neighboring 
communities by providing a safe and reliable source of water. The best and quickest way to do that is by building a 
water station accessible to state-licensed water hauling providers and local residents who have established accounts 
with EPCOR.

What is a water station?
A water station is a location where water haulers can purchase potable water that meets all Federal and State 
drinking water standards. Trucks would enter and exit the facility from Desert Hills Drive. 

Proposed site plan

Anthem 
Community Council 

Special Board Meeting

February 22, 2018
6:30 pm



Where would the proposed station be located? 
The station would be located on the north side of Desert 
Hills Drive, approximately 500 feet east of 17th Avenue, 
north of the fence between the Anthem and Desert Hills 
communities. 

Will trucks be driving through Anthem?
No, the water station would be accessible to private water 
haulers from an entrance on Desert Hills Drive only; 
water-hauling trucks will not be able to access the station 
from Meridian Drive. Anthem streets may be used only if 
water haulers are servicing their own Anthem customers 
(e.g. for pool filling).

What about the Maricopa Trail and the Pedestrian 
Path connecting Anthem and Desert Hills?
The Maricopa Trail is an important part of Maricopa County’s 
public trail system and for Anthem and the surrounding 
communities. EPCOR will work closely with Maricopa 
County to ensure that the trail and the pedestrian path 
continue to be fully accessible.  

What will the station’s operating hours be? 
What about noise and dust?
The water station will be fenced to screen it from view, with 
gates at the paved driveway entrance and exit. The station 
will be accessible seven days a week, but during daytime 
hours only. Any site lighting will be appropriate to the low-
profile of the structure and Maricopa County and Anthem 
Community building requirements.

How long will it take to build the water station?
Pending the required approvals from the Anthem 
Community Council and Maricopa County, design and 
construction is anticipated to take from 2 to 3 months.

What’s Next?
On November 15, 2017, the Anthem 
Community Council approved EPCOR’s 
request to lease approximately one acre 
of land. On February 22, 2018 the Anthem 
Community Council will consider and 
possibly vote on EPCOR’s proposed site 
plan and architectural design.

As a regulated utility, EPCOR’s proposal to 
provide water to water hauling providers 
is subject to review and approval by the 
Arizona Corporation Commission. EPCOR’s 
application was approved by the Arizona 
Corporation Commission on November 17, 
2017. You can view a copy of the decision 
on the Arizona Corporation Commission’s 
website – www.azcc.gov – by searching 
for Docket #WS-01303A-17-0326 using the 
eDocket search function.

Questions? Comments?
Attend the Anthem Community Council 
Board of Directors meeting at the Civic 
Building, February 22 at 6:30 pm, 
or send comments to 
planning@anthemcouncil.com.

You can also contact EPCOR by email at 
mywater@epcor.com. 



 

Memorandum 

To:  ACC Board of Directors 

From:  Tony Smith, Business Services Specialist 

C:  Neal Shearer, Interim Community Executive Officer 

 Doug Greenstein, Community Finance & Administration Officer 

Date:  February 15, 2018 

Re:   Request from EPCOR to Consider Site Plan and Architectural Design for 

 EPCOR’s Water Hauling Station 

 

The EPCOR Water Hauling Station will be situated completely on 0.88 acres of ACC property 
located on W. Desert Hills Drive, APN 211-86-556A. The site orientation avoids the Skunk 
Creek floodplain with the exception of one driveway which will be constructed within the 
inundation limits of the creek. The proposed project will include a maximum of two water-filling 
stations which will be located within a fenced 8’-0” integral color masonry enclosure (+/- 240’ x 
160’), secured by 30’-0” weathered-steel rolling gates. The filling station facility will be 
accessed from Desert Hills Dr. south of the site resulting in the re-routing of the Maricopa Trail 
around the north side of the enclosure. Mature landscaping will be used to visually soften the 
enclosure minimizing its impact to Anthem and Desert Hills residences.  

Background 

 
The project has been reviewed by staff and is compliant with the ACC design guidelines. The 
Board packet has been sent to CDRAC for their information only. 
 
Pulte must approve the design review submittal prior to construction. 
 

• Aerial map 
Attachments 

• Property information 
• Maricopa Trail letter 
• Concept plans 
• Approval Letter (draft) 



















 

Draft 
February 22, 2018          
 
Andy Brown 
EPCOR Water Arizona, Inc. 
2355 W. Pinnacle Peak Road, Suite 300 
Phoenix, Arizona 85027 
ABrown2@epcor.com 
 
Re: Application for Anthem Design Review for Building Construction 
 Owner:  EPCOR Water Arizona, Inc. 

Business: EPCOR Water Hauling Station 
 Location: Desert Hills Drive  
   Anthem, Arizona 85086 
    
Dear Andy, 
 
Based on compliance with the Anthem Design Guidelines, ACC Conditions of Approval and “Drawing #5, 9, 
10, 11, 12, dated 2-14-18” (see attached), you have Anthem Design Review approval to proceed with the 
project. 
ACC Conditions of Approval: 

A. EPCOR shall limit water filling stations/outlets to a maximum of two (2). 
B. EPCOR shall provide irrigation and maintenance for all required landscaping through the 

duration of lease. EPCOR shall be responsible for any failed landscaping over the duration of the 
lease. 

C. EPCOR shall provide minimum of 36” box Palo Verde and Mesquite trees in the tree locations 
shown on the attached landscape plan. 

D. EPCOR shall provide minimum of 5 gallon shrubs in the locations shown on the attached 
landscape plan. 

E. EPCOR shall provide the ACC with the 90% design/permit documents which shall be inclusive of 
all conditions stated herein. 
 

If the project does not commence within six (6) months of the approval date or is not completed within two 
(2) years, the approval will expire. Resubmittal for design review is required and may be subject to a design 
review fee. 
 
Please note that Anthem approval is limited to compliance with Anthem Community Council’s governing 
documents only and does not imply or ensure that the proposed work has been reviewed for or is in 
compliance with City of Phoenix, Maricopa County, Arizona or Federal Law, or any other applicable code, 
ordinance, or requirement, or that it has received Landlord or Property Owner approval. 
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